Appendixes
its own economic interest in the area. Russia does not appreciably use
or depend upon the Suez Canal. In 1955 Soviet traffic through the
Canal represented only about three fourths of l*?c of the total. The
Soviets have no need for, and could provide no market for the petroleum
resources which constitute the principal natural wealth of the area.
Indeed, the Soviet Union is a substantial exporter of petroleum products.
The reason for Russia's interest in the Middle East is solely that
of power politics. Considering her announced purpose of Commumzing
the world, it is easy to understand her hope of dominating the Middle
East.
This region has always been the crossroads of the continents of the
Eastern Hemisphere. The Suez Canal enables the nation> of Asia and
Europe to carry on the commerce that is essential if the^c countries
are to maintain well-rounded and prosperous economies. The Middle
East provides a gateway between Eurasia and Africa.
It contains about two thirds of the presently known oil deposits of
the world and it normally supplies the petroleum needs of many nations
of Europe, Asia and Africa. The na;ions of Europe are peculiarly
dependent upon this supply, and thi* dependency relates to transporta-
tion as well as to production. This has been vividly demonstrated since
the closing of the Suez Canal and some of ihe pipelines. Alternate
ways of transportation and, indeed, alternate sources of power can, if
necessary, be developed. But these cannot be considered as early pros-
pects.
These things stress the immense importance of the Middle East, If
the nations of that area should lose their independence, if they were
dominated by alien forces hostile to freedom, that would be both a
tragedy for the aren and for many other free nations whose economic
life would be subject to near strangulation. Western Europe would be
endangered just as though there had been no Marshall Plan, or North
Atlantic Treaty Organization. The free nations of Asia and Africa, too,
would be placed in serious jeopardy. And the countries of the Middle
East would lose the markets upon which their economies depend* AH
this would have the most adverse, if not disastrous, effect upon our
own Nation's economic life and political prospects.
Then there are other factors which transcend the material. The Middle
East is the birthplace of three great religions—Moslem, Christian and
Hebrew. Mecca and Jerusalem are more than places on the map.
They symbolize religions which teach that the spirit has supremacy
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